
URBAN MOBILIry

PUBTIC TRANSPORI
MOVES rNrO

THE FAST TRACK

The Europeon tronsporl induslry is focing VERVE AND VISIOñ¡ tronsport conneclions in ond oul of
FOR Tl{Ë FUTURE cifies There is o need for more oul of

mony serious chollenges thol must be town porking oreos ond more groded
According to o recenl opinion poll, 90% pricing syslems lo encouroge people to

oddressed in the comìng yeors Our cilies of Europeons th¡nk thot lhe koffic situolion pork outside cities Al lhe moment lhe
in $eir oreo should be improved. The potenliol lo build new infrostructure for

ore deoling wilh o consÌont increose ìn chollenge for the EU over the nexl few tronsporl systems, such.os-cor porks, is

yeors rs lo creote o smorter ond more beinghomperedbylockof spoceincity
populotion, possengers ond freight dynomic fronsporl syslem lhot people cenfes. Reseorch lopics include how

wonl lo use Encouroging people out of to beiler inlegrote lronsport syslems by
Congeslion ond polluÌion ore hoving o their cors ond on to public lronsporl is moking vehicles more efficienT ond cosl-

derrimenÌor effec, on our woy of rife ond [i.il åï:J::!,i.H;:;iJ:1'ili Tjl* ;5-r:î * *iil"?l#'.ffi:
ore cheoper, sofer, more flexible ond welcoming lo vulneroble possengers.

our heohh, ond mony hours of our lives more comfortoble thon cors.

CityMobil

OÌher importont issues ore the better use

of exisling infrostruclure in cily cenkes

fhrough upgroding older fronsport slock

ond providing improved occess to
lronsporl for oll possengers - including
elderly people ond the disobled.
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Reseorch is being corried out on how
movement of freight vehicles ond goods
con be improved lo minimise the impoct
lhey moke on residents, such os using

hybrid eleciric technology for city buses.

Focus is olso being pul on reducing
enefgy consumption, emissions ond

ore wosled in troffic ioms or lryìng to find

o porking spoce. This is in oddition to the

foct lhol congestion of freight vehicles is

cousing on estimoled loss of l% oÍ the

EUt GDP per yeor People conlinue to

odd lo cily congestion ond pollulìon by

using privole cors when buses, troins

ond lroms ore eosily ovoiloble becouse

they feel public lronsporl is not sofe

enough, cheop enough, relioble enough

or flexible enough,

Under Ihe EU's Sevenù Fromework

Progromme for Reseorch (FPZ) mony
reseorch lopics ore nowbeing undertoken

to improve the quolity of Europeon urbon

konsport ond iniect new dynomism inlo
cily lronsporl syslems More oftenlion
is being given lo lronsporl ollernolives
in cilies, such os cycle roules ond pork
ond ride systems The lotter porticulorly
ore being encouroged in os mony city
cenTres os possible os o posìtive woy
of reducing congestion ond improving

Testing personol electríc trovel pods

CityMobil hos EU funding of e4O millíon. Twentyeight portners from lO ELJ

counlrtes ore reseorching woys lo moke betler ond smoother transporl connections,
such os the Heothrow Airporl'Írovel podi - officiolly known os the ULTro Personol

Roprd TronsiÍ systen (PRT). This exciting new innovotion offers personol tronsporl
with procticolly no woiting Íime b roke passengers quickly ond smoothly lo lheir
chosen destinotion The driverless pods will carry up to four people ond their
Iuggoge sofely oround the oirporl ond con be colled from q cenlral conlol point
in the oirport. Th¡s w¡ll revolutionise fhe woy possengers \rovel oround oirporls,
moking it quick, convenienl ond wilh no long distonces to wolk!



noise Better freight delivery syslems
ore essentiol lo keeping ihe Europeon
economy oheod of the globol morkel.
New fechnologies oim lo produce
efficient, sofe ond quiel tronsporl
vehicles lo moke night-time lronsporl ond
distribution of goods eosy ond discreel.

KEËPING CITIZCNS sAF;

Sofety ond securily ore two top
priorilies of FPZ tronsporl reseorch The
mosl vulneroble members of society
need speciol oilention from tronsporl
providers. The elderly ond disobled
should be oble toke full benefit of
lronsporl syslems in EU counlries ond
musl feel sofe using public lronsporl.
FP7 saÍety ond security issues musl be
ollencompossing including possengers,
pedeslrions, moforcyclists, bicyclists,
the elderly ond the disobled. There
ore still too mony rood occidenls in EU

countries, mosily involving pedeskions

ond cyclists. ll ís imperotive lherefore
thol new technologies ore developed
for sofef ond securily including the

design of vehicles thot hove buih-in

sofef ond security chorocleristics. New
design consfructions, such os updoted
hoffic-speed moniloring equipmenl, ore
o top priorily in EU tronsport reseorch.
These will provide o high stondord of
service lo the public ond will help to
increose the level of possenger sofery
ond confidence in fronsport syslems.

Reseorch is olso being corried out inlo
flexible sofety meosures for ihe lronsport
of hozordous goods

5TAY¡NG AHEAD
OF THE GAME

ln lerms of economics, obove oll else
the Europeon konsporl indusky must be
compelilive The slrengthening of the
globol compeliliveness of the Europeon

Ðne of CityMobil's persòrtol . ,' ç
rronsporl ilrquelfn:&','':.. . O

: 1,

konsporl indusfiy will result in lhe creotion
of new skills ond iob opportuniÌies
through reseorch ond developmenl
such os decreosing life cycle cosls of
d¡fferent tronsporl modes ond odvonced
industriol processes including design,
monufocturing, conslruclion ond moin-
tenonce Reseorch into innovotive
processes such os new production
orgonisolions ond supply choins is olso
imperolive. The role of SMEs in the
innovotion process ond in lhe supply of
sysfems ond equipmenl is cruciol, ond
will leod lo on exponsion of their role
ond on increose in iob creotion.

Freight honsport
Itonne-kilomehesl, 2005

Comporolive modol shores of possenger ond freighl lronsport

Possenger Ìronsporl
(possengerkilomel¡es), 2004
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DID YOU KNOW?
According to the lotest
stotislics lhere is neorly
one cor lo every two
inhobitonts in the EU-25.

Source: Eurostot
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